


To live generously means to avail ones-self of life’s abundant blessings. To fi nd meaning 

in the large and small events, that make up each day. To do something consequential that will 

matter in the long run. To assure that others who cannot do so on their own are able to live 

generously, too.

To live generously means to live a life that embodies the spirit of repairing the world. Ours 

is a world of uncertainty, a world of changing economies and societies, a world of global 

tensions and everyday stresses. And although we might not be able to change whole societies, 

or economies alone, together we can create a world of good – for one person, one family, 

one community.

Over the last two years, Federation has focused on how we as an organization can and 

will make the greatest impact on our local Jewish community through three specifi c areas:  

(1) leadership development; (2) community planning; (3) jewish philanthropy.
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What does it mean to 
live generously? 



program, whose purpose is to transform our Jewish communal 
institutions into welcoming centers of Jewish engagement and 
Jewish life, has completed a successful year with the recruitment 
and training of more than 25 ambassadors who represent the 
JewishNewish program through a variety of Jewish organizations 
across the Valley. 

Furthering Federation’s outreach efforts was its recent designation 
by United Jewish Communities (UJC) as an Emerging Jewish 
Community.  As such, Federation was given the opportunity to 
work with the Jewish Outreach Institute (JOI) on a Community 
Scan to identify the extent to which local institutions were more, 
or less, welcoming to visitors and/or prospective members. 
The results from the Community Scan highlight opportunities 
for strengthening outreach efforts in a number of ways.

center for jewish philanthropy 
For more than a half a century, the Federation’s annual campaign 
has been one of the most trusted, most envied fundraising vehicle 
in the world. Each year, the Jewish Federation’s annual campaign 
pumps much-needed dollars into family services, nursing homes, 
JCC’s, Jewish summer camps and a host of Israel experiences. Into 
Hillels, day schools, and programs for Jews with special needs. 

Our local Campaign for Jewish Needs, under the leadership and 
direction of campaign chair, Ann Zinman, is on target to set yet 
another record-breaking campaign for the third year in a role. 

Two years ago, our Federation initiated a program that enabled 
donors to directed plus giving to chartable organizations of their 
choice, giving our members the ability to use Federation as their 
Center for Jewish Philanthropy. As a result, in 2005, Federation’s 

total fundraising efforts topped the $6.2 million mark. We anticipate 
that by the end of 2006 we will easily pass that mark again.

After six years of near quiet in northern Israel, six years of hope 
and optimism about the future, the proverbial rug has been pulled 
out from under the feet of Israelis who live there. Immediately, 
our Federation system took action and began to rally around Israel. 
Within weeks, our overseas partners, the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution 6reported the immediate and long-term needs. What 
began initially as a crisis fund, quickly evolved into a full-blown 
Israel Emergency Campaign. And as in the past our community 
responded. Leading the way was our IEC co-chairs: Ron Barness, 
Michael Greenbaum and Barry Zemel. As well as IEC honorary 
chairs: Jean Grossman, Robert Sarver, Eugene & Lenore Schupak, 
the Sheila Schwartz family and Irv Shuman. To date, more than 
1200 individuals have contributed in excess of $1.4 million. 

The Federation empowers you to change the world, making it a 
kinder, gentler place by bringing comfort, security and dignity to 
those in need. Your support enables Federation’s partner agencies 
to touch countless lives in our own community and in thousands 
of Jewish communities around the world.

Your values inspire us. You strength empowers us. Your commitment 
is at the very heart of our community. Federation is your need to 
grow the community and its traditions for your children and your 
children’s children. It’s your need to provide both immediate comfort 
and long-term solutions, to help heal the world, bringing dignity and 
opportunities where none existed before. You are the Federation. 
And your generosity does a world of good.

center for leadership development
As partners in our community, we recognize that the most essential element for our 
future’s success is competent and confi dent leadership. Finding, engaging and training our 
next generation of community leaders continues to be a vital priority for both Federation 
and other local Jewish organizations. For that reason, Federation has established as one 
of our major roles within the community, the role of providing leadership training and 
development on behalf of the entire Jewish community. The purpose of the program is 
about developing and pursuing new possibilities and expanding horizons for our community 
through inspiring and engaging future leaders. 

With a commitment to Judaic values, our program provides the necessary knowledge of 
key leadership concepts, and essential skills, as well as an understanding of the dynamics 
and roles of the organization boards within our community.

Our most recent leadership development program attracted a variety of organizations and 
agencies all across the Jewish community. In the last two years more than 40 individuals 
representing 12 organizations, agencies, synagogues and day schools participated in an 
intensive six-week series. We believe that as a community, our investment will provide 
enormous return for generations to come.

center for community planning
Our community is growing at a rate of approximately 2,000 new Jewish households per year.  
At Federation we understand and appreciate the ever-changing needs brought about by 
such unparalleled growth, and the impact these needs place upon our communal resources.  
It is Federation’s unique responsibility to bring together diverse individuals, organizations, 
and interests on behalf of the greater Jewish community to develop strategic directions that 
will lead us to become a vibrant Jewish community of the 21st Century and beyond.

It is through Federation’s most recent planning effort, the Jewish Community Development 
Initiative (JCDI) that we have embraced the need for agencies, congregations, and 
organizations to become more welcoming and engaging for the many newcomers who 
choose our community as their home. Although less than a year old the JewishNewish 
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